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LETTER 


To 


| Samuel Holden, Eſq; 


Occhlicnel by 12 go PEECH delivered 
from the Chair, at a General Aſſem- 
bly of DISSENT ERS, on the 29th 
of November, 1732. 18 


4 


The "Oo of the iis and T, eſt- Afts, 
can be oppoſed by None, but ſuch as 


are unhappily under the Power of Br 1— 


GOTRY, or the Biaſs of INTEREST. 


Mr. HoLpew's Speech, Paragr. I. 


LONDON: 


Printed for J. Roberts, near the Ox- 
ford Arms in Warwick Lane. 173 2. 
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Samuel Holden, Eſq; Se. 


* : 
K 


Have peruſed your Speech, 

as found it in the pub- 

A lick Papers of Saturday 

laſt ; and having heard no Com- 9 
plaint againſt the Printer, that he 

has ſent Abroad a falſe Speech, or 

a true one without Warrant; I 

. muſt 
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muſt take it for gr anted, that 3 oF 
what he has publiſhed, is 3 5 
| and by Direction. 


. To tell you my Opinian of it ity 
# 


ws +» o- © 


8 duly guarded, and well a- 
dapted t to the Ends you. had inView, 
— The diſſuading your Friends 
from their Attempt to procure a 
Repeal of the Corporation and 


Teſt Acts during thę preſent Pars 
lament, --—The pointing out to 
them a Juncture that may be more 


favourable, — and The Convin- 


cing them of the Importance and. 


Neceſſity of maintaing Ear 
in the mean Time. 


There is no doubt, but many 


Members who inwardly with well 
to the Cauſe, wilt be ſhy of ap- 


pearing openly in it, while they 


have an Election in View, leſt 
* 


C 
they ſhould weaken- any Part of 
their Intereſt 3 and others may 


not readily find, upon the Balance, 


whether they Gall gain or loſe by 
appearing for it, and may there- 


fore- diſcreetly keep away; and 


the more zealous and ſanguine, 
who may have Views bsyond the 


Repeal. of. thoſe; two Acts, will 


naturally think it ill jadg'd; to 
begin a Work at the Conchafan of 


a Parliament, which will not al- 
low Eime ſufficient to accom pliſh 


the whole Deſign. But bs the 
Elections are over, Friends will 
ſpeak and act with Freedom and 
Courage; when they are to have 


no Converſation with Electors for 


ſeven. whole Years; and have 
Time enough before them to fi- 


niſh that Work, and to put the 


Oppoſers out of a Condition ei- 
wy ther 


e) 

ther to Help or Hurt for the Time 
| to come. And tho it may be ſaid, 
3 that Miniſters are apt to talk a 
Bu different Language before and af 
| ter Elections; and that the Face 
| of Affairs at Home and Abroad 
| may not always continue the 
| ſame : That is an Argument that 
5 cuts both Ways, and neither Side 
can tell to whoſe Advantage or 
| Diſadvantage the Difference of 
Times and Seaſons may turn. | 

In the next Place, you are cer- 
tainly in the Right to preſs Unani- 
mity among Friends, in order to 
have greater Weight at the ap- 

proaching Elections. The Dif- 

ſenters have of late Years acted an 
unpolitick Part, in Dividing ; 1 
firſt, upon the Point of Arianimmm 
and Orthodoxy; then, upon the 4 

Point of Subſcribing or Not-Sub- 
1 ſcribing 
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(9 
ſeribing to Creeds and Articles; 
and again, about the beſt Method 
of Preaching, whether in the Old 


or the New Way. Great Heats 


have been among them upon thoſe 
ſeveral Points; and the Diviſions 
they have 14 d, have been 


very prejudicial to = common 


Cauſe, and render'd the Menaces 
of that Body far leſs formidable 
than heretofore. And if it ſhould 
further appear, that their proneneſs 
to quarrel among themſelves, will 


not ſuffer them to agree even in 


proper Meaſures of attacking the 
Eſtabliſhed Church, the World 
will be apt to take it for granted, 
they can agree in nothing. 

All this therefore is wholſome 
and ſeaſonable Advice, within 
Doors and among Friends; but 


ſurely che making theſe Things 


” | public 


ken the Friends of the Church, 
and raiſe a ſuitable Spirit among 


ner, can it be ſuppos d, that they, 
againſt whom this is intended, will 


Proviſion they can for a Defence? 


be attended with untoward Con- 
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publick, Was a very wrong Step. 1 


It might eaſily be foreſeen, that 
the reſerving this Work for a neu 
Parliament, muſt alarm and awa- 


them, and ſuggeſt to them the 
Neceſſity of entring into Coun- 


before, and in ſuch a publick Man- 


ſleep on in Security, and not rouſe 


themſelves, and make the beſt 


And if it ſhauld fo fall out, that 
the Cry at the next Elections 
ſhould be, The Church, and The 
Diſſenters ; and that Cry ſhould 


ſequences | 


* 


ter- Aſſociations for the Support of 
their Eſtabliſhment. When No- 
tice of an Attack is given ſo Jong 


0 11 ) 
ſequences 3 who will be in the 
Blame? They who were ready to 


protect the Diſſenters in a full En- 


Joyment of their Toleration, and 
to go on with them in a friendly 
and peaceable Manner upon the 
Foundation, which was laid at the 
Revolution; or they, who, out of 
a Thirſt then temporal Power and 


3 Profit, and without the leaſt Pre- 


tence of any Uneaſineſs from the 
Church, are breaking down the 
Revolution-Barrier, and opening 


an endleſs Scene of Jealouſy and 


Confuſion. 
I hope, you will forgive me the 


Z Freedom I have taken, in telling 


you my Thoughts of your Con- 
duct 1 in that Affair, ſo far as con- 
cerns your Diſſenting Brethren, 


and the Cauſe they are engaged 


B 2 in 


— — — 
— ͤ——— — — 


— — 


— 
— 


——— —— 

pe IgE ů — —— — 4 . — 
— — — 

— ee EE ag ave = 

* 


(12) 


in. But to deal clearly wich you, 


you had receiv'd no Trouble 2 


me, if you had ſtopt here. Thus 


far you acted in (Character, ſuita- 


bly to your Profeſſion as a Diſſen- 


ter, and to your Station as Chair- 


man at a publick Conſultation for 


the Good of the Community. But 
what, I beſcech you, could tempt 


you to enter into the Characters 
and Conduct of others who are 


not of your Body, and to declare 


decifively from the Chair, that the 


Deſign of repealing the Corpora- 
tion and Teſt Acts, can be oppoſed 
by none, but ſuch as are under the 
Power of BicorRy, or the Biaſs Wn 


InTEREST ? 


Brcortxy is a Term appropriated 


to religious Matters, and implies 
ſuch an Exceſs of Zeal for ſome | 
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one Sect in Religion, or for ſome 


one Way of Worſhip, as diſpoſes 


Men to Unkindneſs and Severity 
towards all others; and the Oppo- 
ſition you ſuppoſe was not like to 
come from any Quarter, but the 
Church of England. And ſhall a 
Zeal for the Preſervation of that 
Church, which the Laws of the 


Land have eſtabliſned, and which 
gives not the leaſt Diſturbance to 
thoſe who diſſent from it, be cal- 


led Bigotry; and thoſe Perſons 


who cxert that Zeal when they ſee 


it actually attack'd, be branded 
with the odious Name of Bigots? 
It was a wiſe Part in you, and thoſe 
who were in the ſame Sentiments 
with you, to diſcourage and diſ- 


appoint an Attempt of the more 


eager Part of your Meeting, to 
5 pro- 
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the Legiſlature. 
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I 
pronounce the Corporation and 
Teſt Acts a Grievance; and the 
Reaſon given againſt it was a good 
one, That they ſubſiſted as yet un- 
der the Sanction and Authority of 


It is to be e wiſh'd 
that the ſame Reaſoning had oc- 


eur d to you, before you pronoun- 
ced a Zeal for that Church, which 
ſubſiſts as yet upon the Sanction 


and Authority of ſo many Acts of 


Parliament, to be Bigotry 5 

The other Imputation, of being 
biaſs dby Intereſt, is no leſs ſtrange, 
Was it ever thought before, that 
the Concern which is ſhewn by a- 


ny Man or Body of Men, for the 
Security of an Intereſt with which 


the Laws have inveſted them, was 
to be condemned as a Biaſs crimi- 


nat. or undue ? And can any thing 
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435) 
be more ſurpriſing, than to find 


that the Imputation comes from 


thoſe, who in the Purſuit of this 
whole Affair can have Nothing in 
View but temporal Intereſt, — 
out the leaſt Mixture of Religion 
or Conſcience, which are fully ſe- 
cured to them by former Laws ? 


Mutual Charity and Candor in 


| oP gh Judgment upon others, eſ- 


pecially in Matters of Religion, is 
a Character by which the Diſſen- 
ters have long affected to diſtin- 
guiſh 8 But ſurely you 
forgot that Part of your Character, 
when you pronounced roundly and 
without Reſerve, that thoſe who 


were like to oppoſe your Bill, could 


be led into that Oppoſition by no- 


thing but Bigotry or Intereſt, Cha- 
rity would have directed you to 


hope 


— 


"* x 6. ) 
hope and believe, that many of 
| thoſe from whom the Oppoſition 
was expected, and who knew the 
ill Influence of fuch a Bill upon 


the Government and Worſhip of 


the eſtabliſhed Church, would act 


out of a fincere Concern to pre- 
ſerve a Government which they are 
firmly perſuaded to be as old as 
the Days of the Apoſtles, and a 
Worſhip which they believe to 
be more agreeable than any o- 
ther to the ancient Liturgies 


of the Chriſtian Church. Charity 


would have further ſuggeſted, that 


the ſame Perſons, out of an ho- 
neſt Regard to the National Proſ- 
perity in Church and State, might 


be influenced in their Oppoſition, 
firſt, by looking back to the di- 


Rrated and miſerable Condition 
o- which both were reduc d when 
that 
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17 

that Goverment and Worſhip Were 

domed. and then, b. a Juſt Ap= 
proper 100 "that the li 4 Miteries 
nd Confufions would return, 
when-ever they ſhould be aboliſh< 

ed again. And a good Subje 
who! 18 a Lover of Peace : and Quiet? 
nels, and. delig hts to ſee the Admi- 
tration of 155 Prince eaſy and 
unem mbarraſs'd,r may wellbe allow'd 
to hay e an Fy e to the Diſturbances 
lich Arnet unavoid ably ariſe 
owl publick Attempts of this Na- 
Theſe Motives of Oppoſi- 
I fon, (all or any of them) might 
well have been ſuppoſed by the 
I Candour and Charky 25 a Diſſen- 
J ti; and though they might per- 

aps be too grating and unpala- 
F table to be aſſign' d in Form, they 
1 hould ; at leaſt have kept! him from 
5 align 


_— 
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is 18 ) 
aſſigning. two others of the moſt 
odious Nature that could well be 
picked out, Bigotry, « and Self-In- 
tereſti. | 
Though the Conferences upon 
this reat Affair are eaſt into a, 
new ape, | 4 preſume) your Com- 
miſſion as Chairman ſtill ſubſiſts, 
and may occaſion a ſecond Speech 
in a ſhort Time, when the Depu- 
ties from the ſeveral Con gregations 
in and about London, ſhall be re- 
turned. And on this Suppoſition, 
give me Leave to leave this ſhort 
Advice with you, To Ad in Cha- 
racter; omit Nothing that may 
tend to promote the Diſſenting In- 
tereſt, and ſuggeſt Nothing that 
may 55 much as imply, that they 
who are in the Oppoſition, and 
mean no more than to defend the 
HhBounds 


619) 


3 Bounds which the Conſtitution has 
W aſligned them, do not act upon 


Motives at leaſt as juſt and as ho- 


4 | nourable, as they who are in the 


Attack, and without the leaſt Pro. 
vocation, are making Inroads up. 


on their peaceable Neighbours, 
I am, 

. 

Your fincere Friend, 


and . ell-wiſher. 
. 57 1732. | 
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